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Interpretive elements in a graphic layout:
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Interpretive Design: bringing it all together
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Accessibility in typography:

Type Size

Letter and Word spacing
Line Spacing

Line Length

Alignment

Hyphenation

Contrast and Color



Accessibility in graphic design:

clear heirarchical patterns
sensibly located elements
logical progression

decorative elements are avoided

inherent clarity (simplicity)



<10b> The Working Waterfron:

Cooper Heading a Cask, abour 1870
Stereograph by Thomas E. M. White iy
Courtesy Kendall Institute <UN. Ss.fng#lm{:aw e

Turning 3 Windlass Barrel on a Hand-powered Lathe, about 1880
Courtesy Kendall Institute <2000.100.78>

“Other boatbuilders if provided with designs might build a whaleboat that would
defy detecrion, bur no New Bedford whaleman would venrure in them. . . . No
whaleman would ever use a rub line thar was made anywhere ourside the New
Bedford Cordage works. Possibly other cordage manufacturers could make a piece of
rope just as strong and fine. But 2 bowhead whale worth $10,000 might be held by
that rope, The whalemen knew the New Bedford company’s rope could be trusted,
they didn’t know anything about the other manufacturer and they never took the
chance. . . . Briggs & Beckman will make the sails and Frank Brown the whaling
guns, harpoons and paraphernalia.” .
Zephaniah W. Pease, 3 April 1916

Puring a whaling vessel and crew o sea involved 2 wide array of trades on shore, The two
trades in greatest demand were coopers and ship carpenters.

Coopers made casks for many purposes. Some were filled with ship's stores (provisions),
some with extea barrel staves and heads so thar casks could be made during the voyage o
store whale oil. One crew member usually had cooper's skills,

Ship’s carpenters in this region buile vessels and their equipment, inchuding the windlass
barrel over which an anchor’s chain was wound. They also overhauled every whaler that
returned to por. A typical New Bedford whaler made six voyages in its life course, and six
of ten made voyages lasting more than two years. Carpenters inspected the hull imbers and
planks of every hanled-our vessel and replaced any rotten ones, and caulkers hammered
oakum—hemp mixed with tar—ino the seams.

hmmﬁwhﬂnmmﬁdmmmnmmﬂmmw«
made new harpoons, lances, and spades. Boatbuild 1g the
Shop,repandmcwhhbm—ﬁch\mlam&mﬁwmush—ormphmdmm
1o weather or enraged whales. Ropeworks such as New Bedford Cordage Company
supplied the enormous quantity of line needed on a voyage.

WATSIDE DRAFTS, 28 APRIL 2003 # PAGE 13



Cooper Heading a Cask, about 1870
Stereograph by Thomas E. M. White
Courtesy New Bedford Whaling Museum

“The wharves on both sides of the river were lined with mechanics, fitting ships for

long voyages lo distant seas. . . . Hulls were examined, md(spolsmnglhenad.

spars rigged and sails overhauled, and new bolts put in.”
wmmmmm' 1806

Bom in the heyday of whaling, George Tripp pitied young men Tiving away from the
coas!” because they missed the sights and sounds of growing up in a whaling port.

Tripp watched ship carpenters bullding vessels from greal white oak timbers, and
caulkers hammering cakum—hemp mixed with tar—into the seams between planks. He
watchaed coopers Mmmwhmnmmuldhwd.mrﬁmﬂlmmm
mwummmmmummmmwumm

New Bedford wharves were alive with riggers, both on ships’ decks and aloft, tarring the
lines and hoisting and bending on sails. Ships' painters worked on new vessels and
those hauled out of the water for repair. Specialized craftsmen repaired the iryworks,
where blubbar was melted down to oil.

In lofts on the wharves and nearby, sailmakers and riggers made and repaired sails, lino,
and chains. Blacksmiths and shipwrights inspected or made new harpoons, lances, and

Boatbuilders repaired the whaleboats—each vessel camied from five to eight—
or replacad ones lost to weather or enraged whales.

Turning a Windlass Barrel on a Hand-powered Lathe, about 1880
Courtesy New Bedford Whaling Museum

Ship's carpenters in this region built vessels and their equipment, including
the windlass barrel over which an anchor's chain was wound. Thay also
overhauled every whaler that returned to port. A typical New Bedford
whaler made six voyages In its life course.
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Exhibit 24
The Working Waterfront.

The wharves on both sides of the river were lined with mechanics, fitting ships for long
vayages to distant seas. . .. Hulls were ined, weak spois stremg spars
rigged and sail d, and new bolts put in.

Old Dartmowth Historical Sketches, 1906

Standing here during the heyday of whaling you would have seen and heard the bustling
of a whaling port preparing for sea: ship carpenters building vessels from great white oak
timbers, and caulkers hammering cakum—hemp mixed with tar—into the ships’ seams.
Coopers shaping staves for casks that would hold whale oil. And packers packing barrels
with hard tack for whalemen to eat at sea.

Nunedﬁardwhmm alive with sail riggers crawling about ships’ decks and masts,
i dfi i sails. Ship painters worked on new and old
vessels afloatand df)f-doeked for repair. Specialized craftsmen repaired the ships’
tryworks, where blubber was melted into ofl. Much work and preparation was always
yto safe and voyage.

Captions: Photos courtesy New Bedford Whaling Museum
Ship carpenters overhauled every whaler that returned to port. A typical
New Bedford whaler made six voyages in its life course and each vovage
mmemm

Coopurs

Gﬂpﬂa‘mﬂmhfmmy uses and each whaling vessel had a cooper
were filled with p and others stored extra

barrel staves and heads so mbwuldbemldun sed to store whale oil.
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NEBE
Exhibit 24

The Working Waterfront

The wharves on both sides of the river were lined with mechanics, fitting ships for loy
voyages to distant seas. . . . Hulls were examined, weak spots strengthened, spars
rigged and sails overhauled, and new bolts put in.

Old Dartmouth Historical Sketches, 19«

Standing here during the heyday of whaling you would have seen and heard the bustling
of a whaling port preparing for sea: ship carpenters building vessels from great white oa
timbers, and caulkers hammering oakum—hemp mixed with tar—into the ships’ seams.
Coopers shaping staves for casks that would hold whale oil. And packers packing barre
with hard tack for whalemen to eat at sea.

New Bedford wharves were alive with sail riggers crawling about ships’ decks and masts
tarring the lines and hoisting and fastening on sails. Ship painters worked on new and ol
vessels afloat and dry-docked for repair. Specialized craftsmen repaired the shins’
tryworks, where blubber was melted into oil. Much work and preparation Iways
necessary to ensure a safe and successful voyage.
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Lnewnarves on botn sides of tne river were anea witn mecnanics, Jiang snips jor ior
voyages to distant seas. . . . Hulls were examined, weak spots strengthened, spars
rigged and sails overhauled, and new bolts put in.

Old Dartmouth Historical Sketches, 19¢

Standing here during the heyday of whaling you would have seen and heard the bustling
of a whaling port preparing for sea: ship carpenters building vessels from great white oal
timbers, and caulkers hammering oakum—hemp mixed with tar—into the ships’ seams.
Coopers shaping staves for casks that would hold whale oil. And packers packing barrel
with hard tack for whalemen to eat at sea.

New Bedford wharves were alive with sail riggers crawling about ships® decks and masts
tarring the lines and hoisting and fastening on sails. Ship painters worked on new and ol
vessels afloat and dry-docked for repair. Specialized craftsmen repaired the ships’
tryworks, where blubber was melted into oil. Much work and preparation was always
necessary to ensure a safe and successful voyage.

Captions: Photos courtesy New Bedford Whaling Museum
Ship carpenters overhauled every whaler that returned to port. A typical
New Bedford whaler made six voyages in its life course and each voy@
typically lasted two or more years.
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e lines and hoisting and fastening on sails. Ship painters worked on new and old
loat and dry-docked for repair. Specialized craftsmen repaired the ships’

, where blubber was melted into oil. Much work and preparation was always

y to ensure a safe and successful voyage.

5: Photos courtesy New Bedford Whaling Museum
Ship carpenters overhauled every whaler that returned to port. A typical
New Bedford whaler made six voyages in its life course and each voyage
typically lasted two or more years.

Ceo
L«vm‘?rl?m ade casks for many uses and each whaling vessel had a cooper

onboard. Some casks were filled with provisions and others stored extra
barrel staves and heads so casks could be made at sea to store whale oil.
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The wharves on both sides of the river were lined with mechanics, fitting ships for long
voyages to distant seas. . . . Hulls were examined, weak spots strengthened, spars
rigged and sails overhauled, and new bolts put in.

Old Dartmouth Historical Sketches, 1906



Text Heirarchy
1. t‘i/tr'&'king Waterfront

Standing here during the heyday of whaling you would have seen and heard the bustling
of a whaljng pert preparing for sea: ship carpenters building vessels from great white oak

2- mﬂ:m. ié@llkers hammering oakum—hemp mixed with tar—into the ships' seams.
Coopers shaped staves for casks that would hold whale oil. And packers packed barrels
with hard tack for whalemen to eat at sea.

New Bedford's wharves were alive with sail riggers crawling about ship decks and masts,
tarring the lines and hoisting and fastening on sails. Ship painters worked on new and old
vessels afloat and dry-docked for repair. Specialized craftsmen repaired the ships’ tryworks,
where blubber was melted into oil. Much work and preparation was always necessary to
ensure a safe and successful voyage.

3 (i; wrves on both sides of the river were lined with mechanics, fitting ships for
ng voyages to distant seas.... Hulls were examined, weak spots strengthened,
spars rigged and sails overhauled, and new bolts put in.

4. deq@tc"t haling National Historical Park
National Park=5ervice U.S. Department of the Interior

Coopers made casks for many uses and each whaling vessel had a cooper onboard. Some casks were filled

5. imag@ncﬁﬁfiﬁﬁgmed extra barrel staves and heads so casks could be made at sea to store

Ship carpenters overhauled every whaler that returned to port. A typical New Bedford whaler made six
voyages in its lifetime and each voyage typically lasted two to four years.

6- q;erdottasmmal Sketches, 1906

Photos Courtesy New Bedford 'Whaling Museum
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